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Chanukah
We love Chanukah! Lighting the candles has a beautiful simplicity and
warmth and – especially in the middle of winter – Chanukah warms
our hearts by bringing Jewish families together to celebrate. However,
Chanukah also has a lot of depth and meaning. Chanukah in 2019
begins at nightfall on Saturday night December 22nd and concludes
at nightfall on Wednesday December 29th.

Lighting the Candles
We light up the Chanukah night to publicize two miracles:
#1) The Jewish victory by the Maccabees over the
Syrian-Greeks in the 160’s BCE, in which we recaptured and rededicated the Holy Temple.
#2) The miracle of the single flask of oil that burned for
eight days.

How To?

The best way to light a chanukia, which is a Chanukah menora, is to use olive oil,
but candles are acceptable as well. The candle should be lit in the most visible place
possible in order to publicize the miracle of lights; in the city, this is usually a
window facing the street. They should be lit as early as possible after nightfall,
which is around 5:20/5:25 pm this December, and should burn for at least 30
minutes after that time. You can light after you get home from work, if you need to.
If you have no window, you should light in your apartment doorway, opposite the
mezuza, or, if this is also not doable, on a table in the middle of your dining room.
On Friday nights, the Chanukah candles should be lit before the Shabbat candles
and one should use longer-burning candles. On Saturday nights, light after
havdala, when Shabbat is over.
One should light only one candle the first night and then add a new candle each
subsequent night. This shows that the miracle and blessing of Chanukah constantly
increase. The candles should be placed in the chanukia from right to left and then lit
– using a helper candle, known as the shamash, from left to right, after saying the
blessings. While one chanukia per household suffices, it is a beautiful upgrade,
which is called a hiddur, for each individual to have their own. If one will not be
home for Chanukah, the general rule is that one lights where one sleeps, even if it is
just a hotel room and you are spending no other time there. Specific questions or
what to do if you will be on a plane and/or will cross the International Date Line
should be clarified with a Rabbi.
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Baby Dorothy | June 5

Cousin George | June 16
Uncle Jonathan | June 27

Chanukah means what?
a) Dedication When a new building is
completed, there is often a dedication
ceremony. The same is true of the
Temple. When the Hasmoneans lit the
menorah in the Temple after driving out
the enemy, they re-dedicated the
Temple. This represents the idea of
emerging from impurity to purity and
starting over.

b) Education The word “chinuch”, the
root of the word Chanukah, means
“education” in Hebrew. It is often
remarked that the evil Antiochus
Epiphanes never meant to deprive the
Jews of their bodies, only their souls. He
wanted to make Hellenism the national
‘religion’, so he forbade the study of
Torah and indoctrinated the Jewish
youth with Greek values. Anti-semites
always attack our Torah, because they
know how important and meaningful it
is to us. Anti-semites always attack our
Torah because they know how
important and meaningful it is to us.
Chanukah represents a courageous stand
against the forces that promote
ignorance of Torah and assimilation.

c) Rest - The Talmud derives the date of
Chanukah (the 25th of the month of Kislev)
by making two words out of Chanukah.
“chanu” “ka”, literally “they rested [on] the 25th”.
In this, we celebrate the miraculous
intervention of God, who delivered the strong
into the hands of the weak and the many into
the hands of the few. But the celebration is not
done to commemorate the bloody battle or the
slaying of our opponents, but only the end of
the war. We do not desire the destruction of
our enemies, only the coming of peace, may it
be His will speedily in our days, Amen.

Special Prayers
Because Chanukah commemorates a miracle, we say the full Hallel prayer (Psalms 113-118) every day. We also
insert the al ha-Nisim prayer into our prayers and Grace after Meals, which tells the story of how the few
righteous Jews defeated our many enemies. These hymns add to the joyous and celebratory nature of the
holiday. We also have special songs that are sung while the lights are lit, such as Maoz Tzur. (Al- ha-Nisim
and Maoz Tzur an be found below).

Chanukah Gelt
Because there is such an emphasis on education and family-time on Chanukah, it
was always the custom to give children money/gelt and sweets when they
showed how much they much they advanced in their Jewish education. This is a
way to make being Jewish sweet and enjoyable for children. In America, the
custom has evolved to full-blown present-giving. This sometimes gets out of
control and makes the holiday more about lust for loot and greed than about
light, God or the Jewish people.

Latkes and Sufganiyot (donuts)
The miracle of Chanukah was performed with oil, so we see this as an
opportunity to put on a few pounds, particularly by eating enough oil to
keep us alight for eight nights. Say no more. Latkes are American and jelly
donuts Israeli. Special foods are part of the celebration of any holiday.

Playing dreidel (s’vivon)

Grandpa Richard
The rules of this game are too complicated for me, but it’s fun to play without
rules, too. The dreidel was originally a kind of school-child game played as a
ruse (so the legend goes) to fool the Greeks into thinking that Jewish children
were playing games when they were actually studying Torah. Since the
study of Torah was forbidden by law, they would break out the dreidels
anytime a sentry approached. Diaspora dreidels have the letters “nun-gimmel,
hay-shin” , standing for “nes gadol” (a great miracle) “hayah sham”
(happened there). Israeli dreidels have the version: a great miracle happened
HERE.

Blessings for Lighting Chanukah Candles
The following two (or three) blessings are said before the menorah is lit.
1. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-olam a-sher ki-de-sha-nu be-mitz-vo-tav ve-tzi-va-nu le-had-lik ner
Cha-nu-kah.
Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His commandments, and commanded us to
kindle the Chanukah light.

ְ ָּברו ְּך אַ ּ ָתה ה' אֱ ל ֹקינו ּ מֶ ל
של חֲ נ ֻּכָה
ֶ ׁ שנו ּ ְ ּב ִמצְ ו ָֹתיו וְצִ וָּנו ּ לְ הַ ְדלִ יק נֵר
ָ ׁ שר ִק ְּד
ֶ ׁ ֲֶך הָ עוֹלָ ם א

2. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olam she-a-sa ni-sim la-avo-tei-nu
ba-ya-mim ha-heim bi-zman ha-zeh.
Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who performed miracles for our forefathers in those days, at this time.

ְ ָּברו ְּך אַ ּ ָתה ה' אֱ ל ֹקינו ּ מֶ ל
ִסים לַ אֲ בו ֵֹתינו ּ ַּבי ּ ִָמים הָ הֵ ם ַּבז ְּמַ ן הַ זֶּה
ִּ שה נ
ָׂ ָשע
ֶ ׁ ֶך הָ עוֹלָ ם

The third blessing is only recited on the first night
3. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olam she-hechi-ya-nu ve-ki-yi-ma-nu ve-higi-a-nu liz-man ha-zeh.
Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this
occasion.
ְ
ְ
ּ

שהֶ חֱ יָנו ּ ו ְִקיְמָ נו ּ ו ְִה ּגִיעָ נו ּ לַ ז ְּמַ ן הַ זֶּה
ֶ ׁ ָּברו ּך אַ ּ ָתה ה' אֱ ל ֹקינו ּ מֶ לֶך הָ עוֹלָ ם
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Ha-neirot halalu anu madlikin.
Al ha-t’shuot v’al ha-nisim v’al ha-niflaot, sheh-aseeta laavoteinu ba-yamim ha-heim baz’man ha-zeh, al y’dei
kohanecha ha-k’doshim. V’chol sh’monat y’mei chanukah,
ha-neirot halalu kodesh hem. V’ein lanu reshut
l’hishtameish ba-hen, elah lirotan bilvad, k’dei lehodot
ul’halleil l’shimcha ha-ga-dol, al neesecha v’al nifl’otecha
v’al ye-shuotecha.
We kindle these lights [to commemorate] the saving acts,
miracles and wonders which You have performed for our
forefathers, in those days at this time, through Your holy
priests. Throughout the eight days of Chanukah, these
lights are sacred, and we are not permitted to make use of
them, but only to look at them, in order to offer thanks and
praise to Your great Name for Your miracles, for Your
wonders and for Your salvations.

Chanukah, Oh Chanukah
Chanukah, Oh Chanukah, come light the
Menora Let's have a party, we'll all dance the
hora Gather round the table, we'll all have a
treat Sivivon to play with, and latkes to eat.
And while we are playing The candles are
burning bright One for each night, they shed a
sweet light To remind us of days long ago. One
for each night, they shed a sweet light To
remind us of days long ago.

Maoz Tzur
Maoz tzur yeshua-si, Lecha na-eh li-shabeyach Tikone bais ti-fee-lasi, Vi-sham todah
ni-za-beyach. Li-ase ta-chin mat-beyach,
Mee-tzar ham-na-beyach Az eg-more
vi-sheer meez-mor, Chanukas ha-meez-beyach
(repeat)
O mighty stronghold of my salvation, to
praise You is a delight. Restore my House of
Prayer and there we will bring a
thanksgiving offering. When You will have
prepared the slaughter for the blaspheming
foe, Then I shall complete with a song of
hymn the dedication of the Altar.
Sivivon, sov, sov, sov Chanukah, hu chag
tov Chanukah, hu chag tov Sivivon, sov,
sov, sov! Chag simcha hu la-amNes gadol
haya sham Nes gadol haya sham Chag
simcha hu la-am.
Dreidel, spin, spin, spin. Chanukah is a great
holiday.It is a celebration for our nation.
A great miracle happened there.

Grandpa Richard
4. The "Hanukkah Song" by Adam Sandler
Put on your yarmulke, here comes Hanukkah
Its so much fun-akkah to celebrate Hanukkah,
Hanukkah is the festival of lights, Instead of one day of
presents, we have eight crazy nights.When you feel like
the only kid in town without a x-mas tree, here’s a list of
People who are Jewish, just like you and me:
David lee Roth lights the menorah, So do James Caan,
Kirk Douglas, and the late Dinah shore-ah, guess who eats together at the Carnegie deli,
Bowzer from sha-na-na, and Arthur Fonzarelli.Paul Newman’s half Jewish;
Goldie Hawn’s half too, Put them together--what a fine lookin’ Jew!
You don’t need deck the halls or jingle bell rock Because you can spin the dreidel with captain Kirk
and Mr. Spock--both Jewish! Put on your yarmulke, its time for Hanukkah,
The owner of the Seattle super sonic-ahs celebrates Hanukkah. OJ Simpson-- not a Jew!
But guess who is...hall of famer Rod Carew--(he converted!)
We got Ann Landers and her sister dear Abby, Harrison fords a quarter Jewish--not too shabby!
Some people think that Ebenezer scrooge is, well, he’s not, but guess who is: all three stooges. So
many Jews are in show biz--Tom cruise isn’t, but I heard his agent is.
Tell your friend veronica, its time you celebrate Hanukkah
I hope I get a harmonica, on this lovely, lovely Hanukkah. So drink your gin-and-tonic-ah, and
smoke your mari-juanic-ah, if you really, really wanna-kah, have a happy, happy, happy, happy
Hanukkah. Happy Hanukkah!
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