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MJE Lamm Fellowship, now in its
participants with little or no prior Jev
Jewish learning to the next level. The p
passionate leaders for the future. This yea
week at MJE West for three hours of Jewish
learning.. In addition they join together for expe
throughout the year. In 2016, the fellowship was de
Z"TL for his years of extraordinary scholarship and lead

MJE Lamm Fellowship Bios

Class of 2021/2022

Elana Algov

Elana, a “green wave” native from the Jersey
Shore, moved to New York City a little over four
years ago in order to experience occupations
unique to the Big Apple. Her most enjoyable job
so far was an overnight security guard at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Over the years
Elana has engaged in studies on topics including
fine art, music performance, acting, photography,
languages (Hebrew, Latin and Mandarin Chinese),
Medical and Data Sciences and even martial arts
and Krav Maga. Having uncovered an endless
well of intellectual curiosity and love for Judaism,
Elana looks forward to beginning Torah studies
with the 5782 MJE Fellowship class.

Ethan Cramer

Ethan was born and raised in Rockland County,
NY. He studied Economics at Binghamton
University, where he had the opportunity to
spend a year of study abroad in London. Ethan
has been living in NYC for the last 3 years,
including a stint in the Upper West Side Moishe
House. He currently works in finance. Ethan
enjoys reading, traveling, architecture, tennis,
basketball, hiking, backgammon, beaches and
being involved in the MJE community.

Although Sivan wasn’t born in New York City,
she got here as fast as she could. Originally from
Austria, Sivan earned her graduate degree in Mental
Health Counseling in Dallas, Texas and considers
herself fortunate to pursue her life’s passion of
therapy (emotionally connecting with people in
a deep way). When she isn't studying Torah with
her Chavruta, you can find her running in Central
Park, eating her way through the city, or laughing
in various comedy clubs across town. Sivan hopes
to gain a deeper admiration and respect for her
Jewish roots through the MJE Fellowship.

Alexandra Feingold

Alexandra, originally from Commack, Long
Island, went to Binghamton University where
she studied International Relations. She
currently works in Public Relations. Alexandra is
an enthusiastic and curious student who enjoys
studying Jewish spirituality and loves learning
at MJE. Thanks to the help of her amazing
Chavrusa, llana Bauman, and her mentor, Jill
Wildes, Alexandra has been able to delve into
some of Judaism’s most difficult questions and
transform her Jewish identity in the past year.
In her spare time she can be found listening to
a kabbalah podcast, singing, songwriting, and
performing with her band. Thank you MJE!
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Jori Holloway

Jori, a young Jewish professional living and
working in New York City, grew up in Cleveland,
Ohio in a Conservative household. She went on
the Young Judaea Year Course program in Israel
before college, where Jori found a stronger
Jewish identity and insipiration to become more
religious and attend Yeshiva University. She
worked in Human Resources until she found
her passion for Recruitment at Atrium Staffing.
In her spare time she loves to run, dance, go to
the beach and socialize with her friends on the
Upper West Side. She is very happy to be a part
of this year’s MJE Fellowship Program.

Sean Hollis

Sean was born and raised in Scarsdale, New
York and currently practices law at a nationally
renowned firm in midtown Manhattan, where he
concentrates his practice in franchise law, high
exposure litigation, and general corporate law.
luding In his off time, Sean exercises, plays guitar and
as studies Torah in addition to making jokes and
er bringing people together through laughter.
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Anais Basso

Born and raised in Bra
International relations at FAAP,
working in finance, as a Chief of Sta
free time, Anais likes to learn, cook;
time with her daughter. She's always
for a new adventure, and found that th
Fellowship was the best adventure to go
When Anais is not busy with everything else, s
loves photography and enjoying nature.

Allyson Long

ecutive  Allyson is originally from Bucks County,

Brand Pennsylania, but moved to NYC four years
ub. ago, and now resides on the Upper West Side.

, She graduated from Dartmouth College with a
degree in Cultural Anthropology, and currently
orks as an Account Manager at a start-up in
e Animal Health industry. In her free time you
nd Allyson in Central Park with her dog
at home trying out a new recipe, or at a
very sampling craft beers. Allyson loves
v things and is very excited to be part
ellowship class, learning alongside
p of people!

Yaron Glassman

Born in Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn to a family of
Shoah survivors, Jason was raised in Princeton
and was a Bar Mitzvah at 770. Having rekindled
his Jewish observance over the pandemic, Jason
has found an amazing community in MJE to help
foster his spiritual growth and education. When
he's not learning Torah and doing mitzvot, Jason
is an entrepreneur in tech working at a startup
as a Product Manager. Jason enjoys playing
jazz piano, producing synth pop music, and is a
modestly legendary karaoke sensation when the
occasion calls for it.
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Hannah Pasternak

Hannah is a writer and editor originally from
Tenafly, New Jersey. She works as the Associate
Director of Special Projects at Self magazine,
a Condé Nast publication, and has previously
held roles at Rolling Stone and Marie Claire.
After graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Brown
University, she moved to Manhattan, and now
lives on the Upper West Side. She’s thrilled to join
this year’s Fellowship class at MJE and deepen
her connection to Jewish liturgy and rituals.

Barry Sasson

Born and raised in Westchester, New York, Barry
attended Brandeis University for his Bachelor’s
degree, followed by Baruch College Sicklin
School of Business, where he earned a Masters
in Accountancy. Barry worked in accounting for
several years, but is currently pursuing a career
change. In addition to discovering his new career,
Barry is also using his time off to enjoy his hobbies
and interests, which include photographing
sunsets, traveling the world, taking long walks
to explore Manhattan, and learning more about
his Judaism at MJE. Barry is passionate about
increasing his Jewish knowledge by committing
to the MJE Fellowship program.

The MJE Senior Fe
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Justin Rolnick

Originally from Los Angeles, Justin moved to
New York City a year ago during the pandemic.
Inspired by a need for more dining-solutions at
his college & fraternity, Justin started a company
that runs dining halls for schools around the
county. Justin joined the MJE Fellowship to
foster a more observant lifestyle for his future
family; so he will be able to teach his children
about the deeper meaning Judaism and have a
Jewish home.
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Natasha Whitney

Natasha is a long-time West Coaster who
has decided to put down roots in her city of in Ne
origin, New York. She has a BA from Harvard from
and an MA from Stanford. Natasha is a aB
software engineer who identifies as a perpetual
student, interested in everything from obscure
programming languages to the nuances
auto-fiction. Her passions include incre
diversity in STEM professions, anything
or outdoorsy (she has surfed in the R
and sailed on the Hudson), scratchi
artsy itches (R&B singing, creati
spiritual growth. Natasha is ¢
gaps in her Jewish knowleg
relationship with Judaism
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issa Gitman

Born and raised in Montreal, Melissa is a
physician at Mount Sinai Hosptial specializing
in microbiology and infectious disease. She
graduated from McGill Medical School and
earned a Master’s of Public Health at Harvard
University. In her spare time, Melissa is an avid
gymnast, loves to travel the world, and participate
in MJE programs.

lyn, and after living
d to Manhattan.She is
ocial worker and earned a
Work and her Bachelors in
and sociology. Prior to becoming
='was a Probation and Parole Officer.
=ntly works with behavioral health
y claims while seeing therapy clients
time. Her dog regularly walks her in Central
ark and is often judged by her cat. Her passions
include animal rights and veganism. She has
dabbled in improv, stand-up and sketch writing.
MJE has afforded Suzanne the opportunity to
reconnect and deepen her Torah knowledge.
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Chloe Godin
Chloe is a Swiss-American who moved to New
York City 9 years ago. She works as a real estate
broker at Triplemint, dedicated to helping her
clients get the best possible deal and experience.
Chloe loves to meet new people, practice yoga
and dance Zumba and is is passionate about any
form of learning. She just joined as Senior Fellow
at MJE after having attended events for the last
couple of years and is very excited about this
program and community.

.

Brooke Bryant

Brooke is a nonprofit leader with expertise in
fundraising, strategic planning and business
management. Currently, she serves as Director of
Development at Kaufman Music Center, holding
prior positions at Hospital for Special Surgery,
Cooper Union and iMentor. Also a classically-
trained singer, she has performed with leading
choirs and chamber music ensembles in NYC.
She holds a Ph.D. in Historical Musicology from
the CUNY Graduate Center and a BA from
Wellesley College. Brooke and her husband
live in Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn and are proud
members of Congregation B'nai Avraham.

Samantha Grossman

Samantha is a marketing professional from
New York City who loves exploring the world,
learning new philosophies and swapping stories
about Jewish journeys. An avid runner, baking
enthusiast and bikram yoga devotee, Samantha is
most passionate about personal growth and the
relationship forges with others along the way.
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Alan Hedrick}

Alan is a Licensed Real Estate Agent in New
York City, specializing in residential sales in
Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens. Originally
from Denver, Colorado, he relocated to New
York City in 2011 (after spending several years
in Aspen). Fun fact, Alan speaks Spanish fluently!
When he is not at work Alan enjoys traveling,
hiking, sailing spending time outdoors. He has
been a part of the MJE community for a few
years. Alan has enjoyed learning with MJE and
looks forward to continuing his spiritual growth.

Carly Korman Schlakman

Carly grew up in Manalapan, New Jersey and
attended the University of Massachusettes,
Amherst where she graduated in 2017. She got
married last year! Carly fell in love with Israel
and Zionism on her birthright trip in 2015. She
currently works for the Jewish National Fund
(JNF) recruiting high school and college students
to various Israel programs. Her favorite pastimes
are talking Israeli politics, playing with dogs and
shopping online.
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Anna Hertz
Anna works in the retail industry and is currently
a Senior Manager of Operation Planning and
Analytics for a global hair care company. Outside
of work, Anna enjoys reading, cooking, Jewish
learning, and spending quality time with loved
ones and friends. A native New Yorker, Anna
loves being part of the vibrant UWS and MJE
community. She is newly engaged to her beshert,
Todd Schwartz.

Dan Lasman

Dan Lasman (Daniel Chaim ben Baruch) is a
first generation American from Berkley, CA.
Dan holds a BA in European History as well as
World Literature from UCSC. Dan also earned
a Master of Science in Sustainable Real Estate
Development from NYU. He enjoys spending
time with his family, is an avid outdoorsman and
hiker, enjoys reading, cooking, writing poetry,
painting, playing djembe and gardening. Dan
enjoys learning with the MJE Senior Fellowship,
a cornerstone of his weekly Torah studies, His
favorite Jewish topic is learning how to raise his
new daughter Billie (Vilna Devorah) with Torah
values in concert with his wife Lea Lasman.

llyalvragh

llya has grown up in G
was 8 years old, after mo
from Russia. He attended
Tuoro College, where he was a
and pursue his passion of acting
time at Manhattan’s Acting Studio:
been featured in plays and short fil
passionate about cooking. llya joined
before the pandemic hit and was inspired
Fellowship. He is always excited to learn
and more about Jewish History. With MJE, |
has rediscovered himself!

Shoshana Levitt

Shoshana is a Silicon Valley native now residing
in Murray Hill, working in Customer Success
at a Neobank. She discovered MJE soon after
graduating New York University and has since
been an active community member. In her free
time, Shoshana enjoys singing, playing piano,
cooking and dabbling in graphic design.
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Evan Rabirn h Diane Schrenzel

ish professional living and Evan is one of the few MJE Community Diane is a 24-year-old Parisian-born and -raised
ity. She is originally from  members that was born and raised on the Upper  master’s student in digital marketing at Yeshiva
ated from the University =~ West Side. He graduated from Dwight School, University. Her professional and personal
orking for Fendi. She  (three blocks away from MJE) in 2008 and interests include art history and business as well
and a love snow. Brandeis University, with a BA in Business and  as internships at Christie’s and Sotheby’s, Diane
t of this year's International Global Studies in 2012. Evan spent  has always been passionate about Judaism and
the spring of his Junior Year studying abroad in  since she enjoyed the Fellowship program last
Masa Israel Program at Tel Aviv University. After  year so much, she decided to further her grasp of
doing enterprise sales in Corporate America at intricate Jewish topics by being a Senior Fellow.
Oracle and Rapid7, he utilized his true passion  Diane is so grateful that MJE feels like a home
for chess as a National Master and began Premier  away from home.

Chess in July 2017, which now runs programs in

over 100 schools and companies.

Max Sterling

Max grew up in the Midwest and went to school
outside of LA. He taught English on a Fulbright
grant in Argentina and earned his MFA in Acting
t the Torah  from Columbia University. Before starting
ce then graduate school, Max volunteered in Israel,
e MJE  working on ambulances with Magin David Adom.

#/18 He has worked extensively with the National
e  Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene and has developed
his own photographic work around Jewish
identity and ritual objects.
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south to attend
obtained a Bachelor o
and Master of Accoun
Taryn returned to NYC and
of Patient Care Associates,
point-of-care mobile diagnostic
in the North-East. In her free time
the company of her close friends, live
traveling to destinations far removed
“beaten path.” Taryn is excited to co
connect and learn more about her Jewish
through the MJE community. Taryn and
husband Steve have a beautiful baby girl, Estelle.




FELLOWSHIP SUPPORTERS

Laurie & Lewis Barbanel Pearl Ginsburg Basya & Jonah Lobel
Harriet & George Blank Lisa & Paul Glazer Elisa & Alan Pines
Doris & Marcus Blumkin 2" Becky & Avi Katz Randi & David Sultan
Dr. Aviva & Gershon Distenfeld Phyllis & Abraham Katz Tehilla & Guy Tsadik
Shira & Jeff Eisenberg Bertha z"l & Dr. Henry Kressel Leigh & Daniel Waxman

FELLOWSHIP SYLLABUS HIGHLIGHTS

One-On-One Learning

Personalized peer learning with knowledgeable Jewish Day School-educated young professionals.

The Next Level with Rabbi Mark Wildes

Fundamentals of Jewish Law; in both practice and philosophy.

Insights Class with MJE Educators

Essential topics presented by MJE Educators ranging from Women in Judaism and Jewish History, to Chassidic
Mystical Thought.

Seminars on Jewish Experience with Rav Avi Heller
Trips include the YU Seforim Book Sale, kashrut tour of Whole Foods and visiting a matzah'baking factory.

Facets of the Torah with Rabbi Pinny Rosenthal (Senior Fellowship Class)
Understanding Chumash via study of the Parsha.

ADDITIONAL FELLOWSHIP EXPERIENCES

Israel Trip

As a capstone to the their year of study, Fellows spend 9 days in Israel connecting the land to Tanach and Jewish
history.

*The Claire and Jack Margolius & Marilyn Margolius Craft MJE Fellowship Israel Trip is sponsored by Leigh and Daniel Waxman

Social Events

Fun and informal get togethers with MJE Rabbis & Educators to solidify group cohesion and create a lasting bond
between Fellows.

Shabbatons

Observing Shabbat at MJE and in suburban communities exposing Fellows to the broader Jewish community.
MUJE Spring Retreat

Intensive 3-day spiritual getaway in the Berkshires with seminars, sports, kumzits and beautiful Shabbat experience
Mentors

Each Fellow meets monthly with an MJE mentor to learn new skills and receive coaching through their personal
Jewish growth.



